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| believe that the reductions in funding lev-
els for the core renewable energy programs
are ill-advised at a time when the need for a
secure, domestic energy supply is so crucial.
Clean energy technologies have a critically im-
portant role to play in promoting public health
and enhancing the energy security of the na-
tion by promoting fuel diversity, harnessing
safe and abundant domestic resources, and
expanding the use of small-scale, dispersed
technologies.

Overall, the bill provides necessary funding
for some important Army Corps of Engineers
projects and for DOE’s Office of Science and
non-proliferation programs. It also includes
critical funding for defense environmental
management programs—in particular, funding
for Rocky Flats, the former weapons produc-
tion site in Colorado. Funding in this bill keeps
Rocky Flats on track for finishing cleanup and
closure by the end of 2006.

So on balance, Mr. Speaker, | believe this
bill contains more good than bad. Although |
am not satisfied with the levels of funding in
this bill for DOE’s clean energy programs, |
will continue to work to increase funding for
these programs in years to come.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SACRIFICE OF
OUR VETERANS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2003

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
month our Nation took the time to honor and
recognize the tremendous sacrifice our vet-
erans have given to protecting our freedom
and safeguarding democracy for us all. During
this special time, it is important we remember
all our veterans and thank them for their serv-
ice.

Today, however, | would like to specifically
recognize our Korean War Veterans and their
service to the United States.

The Korean War resonates deeply with
many Minnesota families. Through the dura-
tion of the conflict, close to 95,000 Minneso-
tans served their country with honor and cour-
age, with 749 paying the ultimate sacrifice.
Countless others lost their lives training for
service in Korea. One hundred seventy remain
missing. They were our fathers, mothers,
brothers and sisters. Their service was integral
in ensuring that the long arm of communism
would stretch no farther than the 39th parallel
and their sacrifices enabled countless num-
bers of Americans and Koreans to raise their
families and live their lives in freedom.

As we reflect on their service, it is important
to remember that the armistice ending military
action in Korea signaled an end to the fighting,
but not the war. Today, 37,000 U.S. military
personnel remain in South Korea to supple-
ment the 650,000-strong South Korean armed
forces. These men and women serve to pro-
tect America’s economic and political interests
in the region, while ensuring our national se-
curity by providing a counter-balance to North
Korea. The dangers our U.S. soldiers in South
Korea face are very real and the merits of
their courage is tested everyday.

In Minnesota, the Korean War veterans re-
main very active. They visit hospitals, are ac-
tive in their local VFW and American Legion
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and participate in parades. Many take time to
visit schools in their area, talking to students
about the Korean War and answering ques-
tions about military service. Recently, a large
group ascended on Washington, D.C. to par-
ticipate in Veterans Day events and to mark
the 50th anniversary of the end of the Korean
War. In D.C., they participated in the wreath-
laying ceremony at Arlington Cemetery and
took a tour of the U.S. Capitol, among other
things. | am inspired by their continued patriot-
ism and commitment to their families, the
United States, and each other.

As a former Minnesota State Legislator, |
had the distinct privilege to help enable the
creation of a memorial to Minnesota’s Korean
War veterans, that stands today at the Min-
nesota State Capitol. Near this grand memo-
rial is a time capsule, to be opened 100 years
after its burial. In it lie a U.S. flag, pictures and
other memorabilia commemorating our war
veterans and the important news of our day.
The capsule also holds a letter to future gen-
erations of Americans. The letter asks those
who read it to never forget the events of the
past, and expresses hope that when the cap-
sule is opened, our nation and the world will
be at peace. |, like all Americans, share the
optimism that when this letter is next read, the
hope of its authors has become reality.

| ask all Americans to never forget those of
the “forgotten” war in Korea. At a minimum,
Congress should grant the Korean War Vet-
erans Association a Federal Charter, allowing
the Association to expand its mission and fur-
ther its charitable and benevolent causes.
Specifically, it will afford the Korean War Vet-
erans Association the same status as other
major veterans organizations and would allow
it to participate as part of select committees
with other Congressional chartered veterans
and military groups. While they seek no rec-
ognition for what they have done, it is impor-
tant their story is told and the debt of their
service is remembered.

Thank you to all our Korean War Veterans.
Your commitment to our country is greatly ap-
preciated.

———————

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF LA
HABRA HEIGHTS, CALIFORNIA

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2003

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute today to the City
of La Habra Heights, California, as their com-
munity celebrates 25 years of cityhood this

ear.

Y Since incorporating on December 4, 1978,
La Habra Heights has succeeded in maintain-
ing a quality environment for its residents by
providing excellent municipal services and
keeping a strong community spirit alive. The
citizens of La Habra Heights continually dem-
onstrate their enthusiasm for their City by ac-
tively participating in local government and fu-
ture city planning. It is indeed my honor to
represent the residents of this beautiful city,
who have contributed much of their time to-
wards the betterment of their community.

Mr. Speaker, on this very special year for
the City of La Habra Heights, please join me
in commemorating their twenty-fifth anniver-
sary.

November 20, 2003

THE PASSING OF REGINALD
ARTHUR STONE

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2003

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Mr. Reginald Arthur Stone who passed
away on November 12th at the age of 67. Mr.
Stone was a loving husband to his wife Judy,
the father of two and the grandfather of five.
In addition to being a community leader, Mr.
Stone was known as a person who could cre-
ate compromise out of chaos.

Reginald “Reg” Stone was the longtime
chairman of the Main San Gabriel Basin Water
Master Board of Directors, where he was a
key figure in negotiations that led to a $250
million cleanup agreement with industrial com-
panies that polluted the area’s groundwater.
Because of his gentle, yet determined efforts,
thousands of homes will have cleaner water
and the health of working families will be im-
proved.

In addition to serving on the Main San Ga-
briel Basin Water Master Board of Directors,
he worked for 43 years at Suburban Water
Systems. Starting off as a meter reader, Mr.
Stone rose to senior Vice President at the
time of his death. More importantly than his
title, however, is that he is remembered as a
person who was liked and appreciated by all
and was able to bring even the most adver-
sarial people together with the belief that you
should start to negotiate from common
ground.

Reg Stone will be missed by all who knew
him and our prayers are with his family during
this time of mourning.

——————

HONORING DON LAUGHLIN,
FOUNDER OF LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2003

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the founder and namesake of one of the
fastest growing, most dynamic communities in
my district, Don Laughlin. On Friday the com-
munity of Laughlin will join together to cele-
brate the unveiling of a statue of Don that will
greet visitors to the many gaming, entertain-
ment, and recreational opportunities in the city
along the Colorado River he created just a few
decades ago. Don is a visionary leader, and |
urge the House to join with the thousands of
residents, and millions of visitors to Laughlin
who celebrate his permanent contribution to
the landscape and culture of Nevada and our
country.

———

TRIBUTE TO CONAGRA FOODS—
LONGMONT FACILITY

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2003

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the outstanding achievement of
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